
Making State Revolving Loan Funds Work for Agriculture
Established by 1987 amendments to the Federal Clean Water Act, the State Revolving Fund

(SRF) Program has become a significant source of funding for various pollution prevention and treat-
ment practices. A combination of Federal and State funds are used to provide long-term, low interest
loans to local governments, community groups and individuals for approved projects, such as waste-
water treatment upgrades, septic system repairs and agricultural best management practices. Every
State in the country has a SRF Loan Program, and all States in the Mid-Atlantic Region offer low
interest loans for agricultural practices.

There are different ways to access loan money in each State for agriculutral practices. For
example, in Maryland  and West Virginia, the State SRF Programs have formal agreements with local
lending institutions, which  allows producers to access State and Federal funds by simply working
through a participating local bank, with whom the farmer may already work. In each State, interested
producers can discuss their options for funding assistance with their local conservation district.

In Maryland, farmers contact their local soil con-
servation district for verification of eligible BMPs
or equipment, and assistance with certification.The
farmer provides his certification to a participating
bank for loan approval. A  list of lenders, applica-
tion  forms and information about the SRF in Mary-
land  can be found at http://www.mde.state.md.us/
P r o g r a m s / W a t e r P r o g r a m s /
Water_Quality_Finance/Link_Deposit/index.asp.

In West Virginia, a similiar arrangement is estab-
lished between the West Virginia Conservation
Agency and local banks. Interested producers can
contact their local Conservation District (http://
www.wvca.us/districts.php) for a list of local par-
ticipating lenders.

In both States, SRF funds can be used for a vari-
ety of agriculutral Best Management Practices, or
as the non-Federal match for USDA incentive pro-
grams such as EQIP.
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Delaware and Virginia also direct a portion of their State
Revolving Funds toward agriculutral practices.

In Delaware, the Department of Natural Resources and
Environmental Control administers their SRF through the Poultry
BMP Loan Program http://www.dnrec.state.de.us/water2000/
Sections/FAB/FABPoultryBMP.htm and the Dairy BMP Program
http://www.dnrec.state.de.us/water2000/Sections/FAB/
FABDairyBMP.htm.

The Virginia Department of Environmental Quality administers the VA Agriculture Loan Program
http://www.deq.state.va.us/cap/aghome.html to provide agricultural producers with low interest loans
for implementation of a variety of agriculutral BMPs for water quality improvement. VA DEQ has
formal agreements with 3 Farm Credit Associations, who provide loan services to producers.

Though Pennsylvania does not currently direct SRF funds toward agricultural practices, the
Pennsylvania Treasury Department and the State Conservation Commission work with local lenders
to provide low interest loans to agricultural producers for BMP implementation. Like the “linked”
programs in West Virginia and Maryland, Pennsylvania’s “AgriLink” allows producers to work directly
with participating local lenders. A list of lenders can be found at http://www.treasury.state.pa.us/
AgriLinkLenders.html.

This publication was developed by Jennifer Aiosa,
Univ. of Maryland. Review and edits were provided
by Magdalene Cunningham and Hank Zygmunt, US
EPA Region 3; John Kennedy, VA Dept. of Environ-
mental Quality; Doug Parker, Connie Musgrove and
Tom Simpson, Univ. of Maryland; and John
Roderick, MD Dept. of Agriculture.

Land Grant Universities and USDA’s Cooperative State
Research, Education and Extension System (CSREES),
working with EPA Region 3, have formed a partnership
to advance water quality protection and restoration
efforts in the Mid-Atlantic by providing water quality
science support, training and education. To learn more
about the Mid Atlantic Regional Water Quality Program,
visit:  http://www.mawaterquality.org

For more information on the SRF Program and the
kinds of practices that can be funded in your State,
contact your State water quality agency, or your local
Conservation District. Addtional information on the
Federal Program can be found in the following web-
based resources:

"Innovative use of Clean Water State Revolving
Funds for Nonpoint Source Pollution"
http://www.epa.gov/owm/cwfinance/cwsrf/
linkedeposit.pdf

"Funding Agricultural Best Management Practices
with the Clean Water State Revolving Fund"
http://www.epa.gov/owm/cwfinance/cwsrf/agfact.pdf

Additonal publications and information on State
Revolving Funds and other funding sources for water
quality improvements can be found on EPA’s website:
http://www.epa.gov/owm/cwfinance/cwsrf/index.htm

     Benefits of the SRF

> Funds can often be obtained quickly
> SRF loan funds do not require cost-
share match and can often fund 100% of
project costs.
> Low interest rates and long term
repayment schedules make SRF loans
affordable.
> SRF loans can be used to complement
other funding sources, including  State or
Federal cost-share programs, like EQIP.
> SRF funds may be used for equipment
or  practices that State or Federal  cost-
share may not cover.


