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Mission & authorityMission & authority



DaneDane County water resourcesCounty water resources

• 37 named lakes
• >20,000 total acres 
• 475 miles of streams and rivers

• 14 miles of Wisconsin River
• 52,000 acres wetlands



Runoff impacts:Runoff impacts:

Sediment, 
nutrients, 
& other 
untreated 
pollutants 
flow to lakes, 
streams & 
wetlands



Runoff impacts:  nuisance Runoff impacts:  nuisance 
blueblue--green algae bloomsgreen algae blooms



Toxin release from algae Toxin release from algae 
possiblepossible



Many efforts to control P Many efforts to control P 
runoff are in placerunoff are in place
•• AgriculturalAgricultural

–– watershed projectswatershed projects
–– Lake MendotaLake Mendota
–– nutrient nutrient 

management plansmanagement plans
–– manure storage manure storage 

ordinanceordinance
–– liquid manure liquid manure 

spreading ordinancespreading ordinance
–– information & information & 

educationeducation

•• UrbanUrban
–– stormwater & stormwater & 

erosion control erosion control 
ordinance  ordinance  

–– DNR stormwater DNR stormwater 
permitpermit

–– information & information & 
educationeducation



Lake Mendota Watershed Lake Mendota Watershed 
ProjectProject
•• P to Lake Mendota P to Lake Mendota –– 24% from 24% from 

transitional areas & existing urbantransitional areas & existing urban
•• Estimated urban Estimated urban 

sediment/phosphorus sediment/phosphorus 
reductions 1998reductions 1998--2005: 2005: 
44K lbs/year reduced 44K lbs/year reduced 
to 11K lbs/yearto 11K lbs/year



Agricultural practicesAgricultural practices



Urban practicesUrban practices

•• Erosion control & stormwater ordinanceErosion control & stormwater ordinance
•• Madison Area Municipal Storm Water Madison Area Municipal Storm Water 

PartnershipPartnership
•• Municipal street sweepingMunicipal street sweeping
•• Local watershed and “friends” groupsLocal watershed and “friends” groups
•• Citizen actionsCitizen actions



Take a Stake in 
the Lakes

•
• Better 

Lawns & 
Gutters 
Tour



“In Dane, only the rain goes “In Dane, only the rain goes 
down the drain”down the drain”

myfairlakes.com



Ordinance banning unnecessary Ordinance banning unnecessary 
phosphorus in lawn fertilizerphosphorus in lawn fertilizer

•• Years of Years of 
education not education not 
changing citizen changing citizen 
behaviorbehavior

•• High soil P levelsHigh soil P levels



Expert inputExpert input

•• Retailers & golf managersRetailers & golf managers
•• LimnologistsLimnologists
•• Turf expertsTurf experts
•• Other industry representativesOther industry representatives
•• Hydrologists & engineersHydrologists & engineers
•• Runoff expertsRunoff experts
•• Soil scientistsSoil scientists



SupportersSupporters OpponentsOpponents
•• Local watershed Local watershed 

groupsgroups
•• Healthy lawn Healthy lawn 

teamsteams
•• Local fishing Local fishing 

groupsgroups
•• UW limnologists & UW limnologists & 

soil scientistssoil scientists
•• Statewide Statewide 

environmental environmental 
groupsgroups

•• UW soil science UW soil science 
and horticulture and horticulture 
repsreps

•• RISERISE
•• Scotts CompanyScotts Company
•• Statewide Statewide 

landscape, landscape, 
fertilizer, and fertilizer, and 
agribusiness agribusiness 
organizationsorganizations



Success factorsSuccess factors
•• County Executive support County Executive support 
•• Expert supportExpert support
•• Extensive public inputExtensive public input
•• Citizen supportCitizen support
•• Value of resources to communityValue of resources to community
•• Stressed benefitsStressed benefits
•• Role of CommissionRole of Commission



Ordinance contentOrdinance content

•• Prohibits application of lawn and turf Prohibits application of lawn and turf 
fertilizer containing phosphorus within fertilizer containing phosphorus within 
Dane CountyDane County

•• Applies in towns, cities and villagesApplies in towns, cities and villages
•• Applies to golf courses, use by commercial Applies to golf courses, use by commercial 

applicators on lawns, and use by applicators on lawns, and use by 
individual residents on their lawnsindividual residents on their lawns

•• Prohibits retail display of lawn fertilizers Prohibits retail display of lawn fertilizers 
containing phosphorus containing phosphorus 



Ordinance contentOrdinance content
•• Exemptions for:Exemptions for:

•• NewlyNewly--established lawns during the established lawns during the 
first growing season first growing season 

•• Existing lawns where soil tests Existing lawns where soil tests 
show that phosphorus is needed show that phosphorus is needed 

•• Agricultural uses and vegetable and Agricultural uses and vegetable and 
flower gardens; trees & shrubsflower gardens; trees & shrubs

•• Yard waste compost & biosolids  Yard waste compost & biosolids  
applied to improve soil physical applied to improve soil physical 
condition condition 



Ordinance benefitsOrdinance benefits

• Behavior change
• 1-5 additional 

low-algae 
days/month for 
Lake Mendota

• Education value 
of ordinance



Public educationPublic education

•• Mailings to retailers  Mailings to retailers  
•• Press releasesPress releases
•• Garden Expo Garden Expo 
•• Yahara Lakes WeekYahara Lakes Week



ComplianceCompliance

•• PP--free fertilizer availablefree fertilizer available
•• Enforcement Enforcement –– by complaintby complaint
•• Scott fertilizer now advertising its Scott fertilizer now advertising its 

environmentally friendly Penvironmentally friendly P--free free 
productproduct



Ordinances’ Ordinances’ 
constitutionality upheldconstitutionality upheld

U.S. District Court U.S. District Court –– Western District of Western District of 
WI WI ---- Judge Crabb ruled in favor of Judge Crabb ruled in favor of 
county and city on all 6 areas of county and city on all 6 areas of 
challenge by fertilizer industrychallenge by fertilizer industry

Ordinances do not violate federal or state Ordinances do not violate federal or state 
constitutions, or 1constitutions, or 1stst and 14and 14thth

amendmentsamendments



State preemption proposalState preemption proposal

•• Counties have unique situations that Counties have unique situations that 
they should be allowed to addressthey should be allowed to address

•• Best to have state minimum Best to have state minimum 
standards that counties can exceedstandards that counties can exceed



Online resourcesOnline resources

•• Ordinance Ordinance 
•• Expert input Expert input 
•• Retailer information & display cardRetailer information & display card

www.danewaters.com/management/www.danewaters.com/management/
phosphorus.aspxphosphorus.aspx



www.danewaters.comwww.danewaters.com


